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Circular economy hastens independence from fossil fuels  

Recyclate Initiative at PLMA trade show in Amsterdam 

A functioning circular economy and permanent separation from fossil fuel sources will secure the 
future and protect biodiversity on land and at sea. For where cycles can be closed, nothing new 
must be produced. Consequently, a great deal of energy can be saved and CO2 emissions avoided.    
 
To that end, ECC Ecological Cleaning and Care GmbH and its cooperation partners in the Recyclate 
Initiative presented eco solutions at this year’s international PLMA trade show in Amsterdam. 
Committed to effective recycling, the Initiative pursues the joint goal of developing sustainable 
material cycles that keep material from the Yellow Bag in circulation.  

“As the relevance and urgent need for sustainable packaging grow, demand is increasing—also 
among private label suppliers. At PLMA we show what is now feasible with recyclable packaging and 
packaging made of used plastic,” says ECC Managing Director  Matthias Schiller. 

On 31 May and 1 June, four Initiative partners presented their latest developments and innovations 
at the “World of Private Label” to about 14.000 trade show visitors from 120 countries.  
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High-quality use of recyclate from household waste collections 
In 2016 within the scope of the Recyclate Initiative, bottles were produced with 100 percent rHDPE 
from post-consumer collections like the Yellow Bag. In addition to this achievement, the Initiative 
partners told trade show visitors about still another recycling revolution. In 2021 they succeeded in 
increasing the share of material from the Yellow Bag from 20 percent to 50 percent in their PET 
bottles, which are made entirely of plastic waste. Progress was made possible by improved, 
automated sorting using ultramodern Near Infrared technology.    
 
Founding member ALPLA and the global recycling company REMONDIS—which, as a new 
cooperation partner, appeared fro the first time at the shared booth—answered visitors‘ questions 
about collecting, sorting and processing used plastic into high-quality recyclate.   
 
“For many years, we have made it possible for plastic from post-consumer collections around the 
country to be reprocessed into high quality material, reused and kept in a closed cycle. For that 
purpose, we continuously invest in expanding our recycling capacity and in improving the recycling 
technology and collection systems,” says Mario Peterlin, ALPLA Supply Chain Director for Western 
Europe. 
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“As cooperation partners, we work together to further improve plastic recycling in Germany and 
Europe and to develop it into one of the key solutions to overcoming the global plastic crisis. To 
increase support for plastic recycling and make it a successful process that can serve as a role 
model around the world, the government too has to intervene more than in the past. A plastic tax 
on non-substainably manufactured packaging and products could have a leverage effect if it were 
imposed as an earmarked levy. Then support would be given to sustainable production instead of 
using tax revenue for other purposes,” says Herwart Wilms, REMONDIS Managing Director.  

Award-winning stand-up pouch  

The company Mondi, a global leader in packaging and paper, presented the first high-quality 
recyclable stand-up pouch of a monomaterial (polyethylene) with a removable wrap-around label 
developed according to Cradle to Cradle® principles. The pouch, which resulted from four years of 
work within the Recyclate Initiative, has received several awards, including the German Packaging 
Award 2019, the WorldStar Packaging Award 2020 and the German Design Award 2021. 
 
“With the innovative StripPouch, we have succeeded in developing packaging that concentrates on 
the circular economy and protection of the product. Its unique design creates the perfect basis for 
making a new flexible packaging application from high-quality recyclate,” says Jens Koesters, 
manager of Technical Service Consumer Flexibles at Mondi. 
 
Trade show for private labels 
The PLMA “World of Private Label” is an international trade show put on by the Private Label 
Manufacturers Association (PLMA) with offices in Amsterdam and New York. This year’s show took 
place at the RAI Exhibition Centre in Amsterdam from 31 May to 1 June. About 2,500 companies 
(retailers, wholesalers and manufacturers) presented their products in Food and Non-food sectors. 
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